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PREPAREDNESS is the watch-word of the hour. America 
should not only be prepared against foreign military invasion 
but every American should keep himself prepared against mental 
invasion of false ideas. 

Beware of a blitzkrieg of fear that will confuse and con¬ 
found you. The instruments of such warfare upon your reason¬ 
ing powers are tongue and pen. It is a psychological gas attack 
from within. Let us reason calmly and avoid hysteria. 

The Preparedness campaign implies that we are not pre¬ 
pared for military defense. Yet nature has so prepared America 
that even in its infancy when she had little but natural ad¬ 
vantages, she was able to overthrow an existing sovereignty and 
expel it from her shores. Now that we have grown to be the 
wealthiest nation on earth, with strong military defenses, what 
further defense preparation do we need? There are still two 
vast oceans flanking us and these natural defenses are much 
stronger than any Maginot or Siegfried line. Even the powerful 
nations of England and France who have territorial possessions 
and possible military bases in the Western Hemisphere could not 
attack America successfully even in this day of aerial warfare. 

There is not a single nation or group of nations on the 
other side of either ocean, no matter how powerful, that could 
successfully invade our shores. There is not a single nation in 
Europe or Asia, with a military establishment that we could 
invade. This is the common sense view; not the view of pro¬ 
fessional warriors, war profiteers or self-seeking politicians. The 
transport of troops, to be landed on hostile soil 3,000 miles away 
is simply not militarily feasible. Such a prospect is a fantasy— 
an utter illusion. Thus East is East and West is West, both 
secure against invasion from the other unless—and here lies the 
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insidious program of the Fifth Column in America. We cannot 
successfully attack a European or Asiatic nation unless we first 
establish an entangling alliance with a nation in one of these 
spheres. In the last war we could not hope to invade Germany 
by sea; we needed both the cooperation of the large Allied navy 
and the friendly soil of France to debark with the aim of invad¬ 
ing the enemy by land. Since every project to carry on war 
3,000 miles from home requires of necessity an entangling alli¬ 
ance, we must give up our most cherished principle and de- 
Americanize ourselves. "Preparedness" is a word against which 
we are not prepared because we accept it in a defensive sense 
and thus the program of the Fifth Column in America works its 
aims unsuspected by the unthinking. Even the most patriotic 
and the so-called isolationists are deceived by it into unwittingly 
supporting an aggression program. A super-military establish¬ 
ment is an utter waste for defensive purposes because of our 
natural position, But once it is created, the military interest, 
the political interest, the financial interest and the industrial 
war profiteers will combine to find use for it. This combination 
will be too powerful for us to stay and we shall find that 
through overpreparedness we are unprepared against militarism, 
An excess of military power is just as dangerous within as from 
without. 


ROOSEVELT THE LEADER 

Let us turn the spot light on President Roosevelt, the main 
instrument of the Fifth Column in America. The New Deal is 
ever new. It passes from one new phase to another, but always 
it is a new dealusion. Its range is very wide. IT BEGAN 
WITH THE SLAUGHTER OF LITTLE PIGS; IF WE DO 
NOT CHECK IT, IT WILL END WITH THE SLAUGHTER 
OF AMERICAN YOUTHS. 

The most charitable view would be that the President is a 
dupe of foreign and domestic interests, but we are driven from 
this view by the President’s own utterances which show that the 
vicious forces now operating against our peace and security are 
not out of harmony with his apparent plans and purposes. In¬ 
deed we are less likely to be deluded if we recognize that he is 
the very front of the Fifth Column in America. Even the most 
casual observer has sensed the President’s hopeful interest in the 
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war, even when it was merely in prospect, Perhaps disheartened 
by the New Deal’s many failures to carry on successful economic 
war, the prospect of military war has revived political hopes. 
The positive words of assurance against our entry into war, 
quoted on cover of this pamphlet, were uttered, it must be re¬ 
membered, during the New Deal recovery. Now in the drab 
days of New Deal decline, political necessities are altered. 

The President never loses an opportunity to point the 
peoples’ mind toward the war and from our internal troubles. 
Whether these acts spring from a conscious partiality for the 
Allies, a definite unneutrality or political necessities and personal 
ambitions is immaterial to the consequences. The essential fact 
is that every syllable uttered by the President on the war is 
calculated to move us closer to the brink. Even his interventions 
for peace lose the ring of genuineness, because he brings us 
ever closer to war, in spite of his professed honor of war. 

Knowing full well that our geographic position as hereto¬ 
fore pointed out gives us as it should a sense of security, he 
deftly undertakes to undermine it by such phrase as' false teach¬ 
ing of geography." He undertakes to alarm us by stating that 
Santiago, Chile is closer to Europe by air than the time required 
by Al exander to go from Macedonia to Persia or for Caesar to 
go from Rome to Spain. He tells us that the time from Africa 
to South America by plane is but four or five hours while 
Napoleon’s army required four or five weeks to go from Paris 
to Rome or Poland. Not the least of the subleties of this 
insidious poison is to suggest a landing by the enemy first in a 
weaker nation in South America. In this verbal device of 
relativity between airplanes and armies, factors that are not 
relative, we see not an illogical mind but a dishonest one, yes, 
a dishonest one. Let us not hesitate to be plain spoken in this 
serious crisis. Too much blood and treasure is at stake; too 
much of America's future and the future of the world is in¬ 
volved to consider delicacies with one who would fool us into 
seeing dangers that are non-existant and overlooking those that 
are real. 

We all bow that the President did not win popular sup¬ 
port by rationalizing public questions. He is a master of the 
emotional appeal. His technique is the bleeding heart and the 
pniiuitig finger. He weeps for the underfed, the underhoused 
and the underclothed. From under, under, under he points to 
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the upper where reside the “tories,” the "economic royalists," 
the "money changers," etc. He always poses himself between 
the black beast and the fair lady. That the black beast is still 
alive after eight years of pointing and in fact for political 
purposes must be kept alive and that the fair lady is still 
menaced, may be overlooked here because the act was on an 
economic peace-time stage. When, however, the black beast 
becomes one side of the war contest and the fair lady becomes 
the other which we must rescue, there is the hazard that not 
only may the one-third which he says is under, under, under, be 
sunk lower but that another one-third may be killed or maimed, 
physically or economically, the Monroe Doctrine destroyed and 
our entire future inextricably involved with the jealousies of the 
Eastern Hemisphere. We cannot afford to indulge our emotions 
at this time with this master of emotions and mob psychology. 
This is a time for sober heads and sane reasoners. If we would 
avoid war we must avoid all who would lead us into war. 

TWO DOCTRINES 

We in the Western Hemisphere have the Monroe Doctrine, 
which in brief says to the Eastern Hemisphere, "mind your own 
business and well mind ours.” The American republics like 
that doctrine and are prepared to defend it. But if we mind 
other nations’ business in the Eastern Hemisphere, we ourselves 
attack the Monroe Doctrine, because we thus erase the chalk 
mark that separates the hemispheres. This chalk mark is merely 
a mental attitude that perseveres as long as it is respected and 
defended and breaks down when it is dishonored by its sponsors. 
Yet this latter is just what the President would have us do. He 
says, speaking to a Pan-American gathering, "is this solution— 
our solution, safe if it is solved for us alone?****I think not.” 
What he suggests by his usual sly phrasing is that we must not 
only solve our own problem of living in peace and harmony with 
our neighbors in the Western Hemisphere, but we must also 
solve the problems of the Eastern Hemisphere. This is the 
Roosevelt doctrine. What presumption, what insolence, what 
egotism, what insanity; an insult to the intelligence of the 
peoples of all the Americas. The author of this doctrine must be 
obsessed with visions of grandeur. Here the spirit of the dictator 
is revealed. The ideology of democracy is that all peoples set 
up their own systems. It is the essence of dictatorship to under¬ 
take to impose any system on whatever pretense. 


Let us not forget that the Monroe Doctrine is not a pact of 
the American republics. It is merely a proclamation of President 
Monroe that is accepted throughout Latin-America because it is 
defensive, If we choose to take sides in the wars of the old 
world, do not our sister republics have the same right, and may 
they not choose the opposite side, thus splitting the solidarity 
of the Western Hemisphere? Would we consent for any 
Central or South American republic to take sides in Europe or 
Asia? We in the Western Hemisphere can remain united in 
defence; we may split in offence. If sides are to be taken in 
eastern wars, we can not dictate to our sister republics, which 
side to take and we may find ourselves allied with one side and 
one or more Central or South American republics with the other. 
Thus we shall have drawn the war to this Hemisphere. 

Europe and Asia, too, have a doctrine, unwritten except in 
blood, but pursued throughout the centuries, It is the doctrine 
of power politics, We abhor it, and no doubt the common 
peoples of all lands wish they were not in the grip of it, but 
politicians and aristocrats have so willed it. Though without a 
formal charter this doctrine of power politics is nevertheless 
international and formidable. We are jpowerless to alter it 
except by precept and example in preserving peace in our own 
sphere, If we invade Europe or Asia, we play the game of 
power politics; we adopt the eastern doctrine and abandon the 
western. 

The horrible atrocities, the brutal invasions, the uncon- 
scienable treacheries which we see taking place in Europe and 
Asia and which so deeply shock us are not spontaneous mani¬ 
festations, They were not even incepted in the last world war. 
They are the product of centuries of power politics. Our horror 
is too confined, too near sighted if we envision it merely from 
the immediate preripitants. A shot fired in this war is but the 
echo of another fired one, three, five or ten generations before, 
coming perhaps from our own revolution when we were 
struggling to expel power politics from tbese shores. The en¬ 
during hates, the secret machinations, the jealousies, die ambi¬ 
tions, the hypocrades and the treacheries of the old world are 
what our forefathers and even recent immigrants fled from. 

When President Monroe pronounced the doctrine of the 
Western Hemisphere, neither he nor any preceding or succeeding 
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president with the possible exception of Wilson, ever dreamed 
that there would come a president of the United States who 
would propose to leave this Hemisphere to "quarantine the 
aggressors” to a part of the eastern hemisphere. The aggressors 
are quarantined against the spread of the dread military con¬ 
tagion in this half of the world whereas there would no longer 
be a quarantine if we infected ourselves by entering the plague 
spots of Europe or Asia. Only after a quarter century are we 
recovering from the infections of hatred, jealousies and repudia¬ 
tions we incurred in our last expedition wherein we hoped to 
leave a healing potion but left nothing lasting but markers for 
the graves of our misled youths. 

"SAVE OUR CIVILIZATION” 

The way to preserve civilization is to be civilized. The way 
to be civilized is to mind our own business and give to our 
fellow humans bread but not a sword. If war is uncivilized, 
how can we civilize by going out of our way to engage in it? 
Is European or Asiatic civilization our civilization? If it is, why 
did our fathers flee from it; why the Monroe Doctrine? If it 
isn’t why should we fly to it? Is there any American civilization 
in Europe or Asia? Certainly not. Then it is not being attacked. 
Therefore the only place we can preserve our civilization is here 
in the west. And with Europe’s civilization going through its 
recurrent convulsions it is highly important that we stabilize 
ours as a beacon and hope of peace. 

It is useless to speculate which side will win the war, for 
both sides will lose. Yet in time the peoples of both sides may 
be the winners. Following the war there will be petty, chaos, 
and revolution. If out of it comes some solution of Europe’s 
political and economic problems, die dead may not have died 
in vain. That will be the time for America to show her civiliza¬ 
tion, Then will come the neutral endeavors of succor and 
general human helpfulness without humiliation to the recipients, 
for we shall not stand as an erstwhile foe to any people and 
our strength unspent in war will be a support for that newer 
civilization that must arise from the ashes. 

ENTANGLING ALLIANCES 

Some of the acts hereinafter cited were designedly taken 
to throw a weight on one side of the war contest and others 


were not, but it so happens that they all fall on the side of the 
Allies. 

Alliance No. 1 

In January, 1934 Mr. Roosevelt decided that he would pay 
a bonus of 66% or $14.33 on each ounce of gold over the old 
price of $20.66. In accordance with this share-America’s-wealth 
plan we imported from the Allies during the years 1934 to 1939 
inclusive, $9,899,292,000 worth of gold as follows: 


Great- Britain 

.$6,816,114,000 

Fran ce. 

.4846,914000 

Belgium. 

.. 285J19-000 

Holland ... 

.. 950,545,000 



On this the Roosevelt free gift bonus amounted to 
$4,058,716,800, This enabled the Allies to carry on their arma¬ 
ment program with American dollars. Stated in aeroplanes at 
$40,000 each it was a gift equivalent to 101,000 planes, This 
free gift of American dollars continues in increasing amounts 
month by month and is a most important contribution to Allied 
war activities. Germany and Italy having neither gold hoards 
nor gold mines have not participated in this American largesse, 

Alliance No. 2 

The gold bonus scheme (called dollar devaluation) raised 
the ratio of the English pound sterling at the outset from $3.65 
to $5.10. But England’s sick internal economy continued to 
press down her international creditability and in 1936, Mr. 
Roosevelt conceived another scheme to bolster the declining 
pound and franc. This was called "stabilization” and a "Tri¬ 
partite Agreement” was entered into. Under this agreement the 
treasuries of the United States, England and France agreed to 
buy one another's currencies if one or the other fell below an 
agreed ratio. Since of course the dollar never declined nor was 
expected to, there was no occasion for any except Unde Sam 
to do the bolstering and thus another gratuity was given these 
nations as long as it was feasible. With the coming of the war 
the strain on Uncle Sam became too great and the scheme had 
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to be abandoned with the result that the pound has slid lower 
than it was in 1934 when Roosevelt gave it the big lift and 
but for that lift would now be rated about $1.75. 

Alliance No. 3 

In 1939 another scheme was put into operation, where- 
under the Agricultural Department pays a bonus on the export 
of farm products ranging from 25% to 50%, To illustrate 
how this scheme ties up with Alliance No. 1 in the Roosevelt 
share-America’s-wealth plan, let us take an import transaction 
of gold and an export transaction of cotton, First the foreigner 
sells the U. S. an ounce of gold at the old price of $20.66 and 
the New Deal gives him an import bonus of $14.33. With the 
$35. thus received, the foreigner buys cotton at 10c a pound 
and the New Deal gives him an export bonus of 25%. Thus 
he receives 438 pounds of American cotton, which would cost 
an American $43.80. But for the grace of the New Deal, the 
foreigner would have to pay the same. Thus this important 
war commodity may be purchased at 47c on the dollar by those 
foreigners who have the ships to come and get it. Our regular 
dollar for all commodities to foreigners is 60c, But through the 
export subsidy scheme, we have a cotton dollar, a wheat dollar, 
a corn dollar and perhaps others to come. The number of 
blocked dollars and the amount of their discounts, depends en¬ 
tirely upon the whim of the New Deal, yet "congress shall 
have the power to coin money and regulate the value thereof” 
according to the Constitution. England uses her blocked pound 
to her own advantage. The free pound is worth about $3, but 
if we wish to buy any of her rubber, tin or jute we must buy 
with the blocked pound at $4.02, We pay the bonus whether 
we buy or sell under the New Deal share-America’s-wealth plan, 

Alliance No. 4 

When war was declared, President Roosevelt prescribed a 
war zone into which our ships are forbidden to enter. Since it 
was England’s strategy to sweep the seas in the combat area 
and blockade Germany, this accommodating act simplified her 
problem and it avoided possible incidents that would weaken 
our sympathies with the Allies. This withdrawal from the 
combat zone was for our own best interests and consistency 
dictates that we remain out, not only with commercial vessels 
but with war vessels above all, 


Alliance No. 5 

Next Mr, Roosevelt secured the repeal of our neutrality 
law in favor of "Cash and Carry” for whoever could come and 
get the supplies for cash. Obviously only the Allies could come 
and get it, so this scheme further cemented our economic 
alliance with the Allies. In his repeal advocacy the President 
used the war profits argument, which in 1936 he had called 
"fools gold”—see speech at end of pamphlet. At that time an 
attack upon the Johnson Act which forbids credit to defaulting 
nations was avoided. The strategy was to accustom our industries 
to the patronage of the Allies and after our economy became 
more or less dependent upon war orders, credit or bonuses or 
gifts could be urged more effectively. Meanwhile more effort 
must be made to mould public opinion through the "prepared¬ 
ness” campaign and by the propaganda that England and 
France are fighting "our battle” for our "civilization.” When 
England and France run out of cash, a large part of which is 
our cash given them under the double bonus system of the 
share-America’s-wealth plan, we will be asked to give credit 
and to refuse it then will be "betrayal” and "treachery” against 
"friends” who are "fighting our battle" with their backs to the 
wall for "our civilization.” That they will soon need credit 
(which of course means pure gift, since it will never be repaid) 
is evidenced by the rapid decline of the pound as shown in 
current exchange quotations. 

Alliance No. 6 

The next military assistance to the Allies by the New Deal 
was so to dispose the Pacific fleet and so to voice through the 
State Department the East Indian status quo policy as would 
remove the necessity of the Allies to maintain naval forces in 
the Pacific to protect their interests, thus permitting them to 
use them elsewhere. It is our guns and our threats that are 
protecting the Dutch East Indies and the French and British 
possessions on and off the coast of Asia. All that is needed 
is an "incident” to involve us in war in the Pacific. 

Alliance No. 7 

On the diplomatic front we have given support to the 
Allies by the presumptious assurances of our erstwhile Canadian 



Ambassador Cromwell, by the President’s messages to the King 
of Belgium and Queen Wilhelmina and the repeated urgings 
by the President upon Italy to break her alliance with Germany. 
This latter was of course done under the plea of peace and 
restriction of war; a bit of false-face peace service. This was 
designed to preclude Latin-American sympathy for the German 
side in the event of Italy’s entrance into the war, thus making 
it harder for the President to put the United States on the side 
of the Allies. When Germany invaded Catholic Belgium, the 
opportunity was seized to get a "solidarity” statement signed 
by all American nations condemning Germany. This maneuver 
allegedly originated in South America and made it harder for 
the southern republics to show opposite sympathies later. 

We were taken by surprise when the President sent an 
emissary to the Pope. It was not a friendly gesture toward the 
Catholic Church but merely an effort to influence the Pope 
against Mussolini to avoid the breach between Latin and Anglo- 
Saxon sympathies. The President sees the danger in his program, 
but do we Americans realize that he is playing with dynamite 
that may blast Pan-American solidarity? This is a danger far 
more imminent than invasion from abroad. 

From now on additional entangling alliances may be forged. 
Can we permit the President to continue these steps and still 
hope to remain out of the actual combat? 

CONCLUSION 

There are now three doctrines in the world. First came 
the old world power politics doctrine that government must 
extend beyond the nation and that that nation shall govern 
which can assemble the greatest armies and navies either under 
its own flag or through alliances with other nations based upon 
financial, industrial, racial and religious ties, It is a doctrine 
of force, cunning and subjection of peoples. From it have fled 
for the past four centuries, the peoples who have sought liberty 
in the new world. 

The second doctrine is the Monroe Doctrine, whereunder 
the old world doctrine is quarantined from the Western Hemi¬ 
sphere. The United States is its sponsor and main support. 


Now comes the Roosevelt doctrine which would have the 
U. S. and such other American republics as we can associate 
with us, quarantine aggressors of the Eastern Hemisphere with¬ 
in certain boundaries which could be changed from time to time 
according to the exigencies of the time and to enforce which 
we would adopt the power politics doctrine and ally ourselves 
with some nations of the old world against other nations. 

Mis trinity of doctrines ks put us into a triple from 
which we must escape or out traditions, our security, our Betty 
shall he lost. It has developed within eight years out of the 
maneuvers of one man whose method of impregnating minds 
with false ideas is that of the confidence man. 

He asks under the pretense of patriotic concern over our 
defenses to vastly increase our armaments, even to the extent 
of 50,000 airplanes per year, which he omitted to point out will 
require 500,000 men to man and service. He well knows that 
the guns and planes we have and the ones he asks for will 
never be fired or flown in the Western Hemisphere. He bows 
that no nation even strong and fresh can attack us here and that 
after this war the strongest nations will be exhausted and before 
another menace can be conjured up, the present armaments, air, 
water and land will be obsolete, Hence these implements must 
be used in this war and he knows that no nation will be able 
to buy them and we must contribute them with or without the 
men to operate them. By conjured fears of invasion, he is 
betraying our confidence, to make us an ally of England and 
France in this war. He is not honest enough to confess what 
is evident to the discerning, that he is not neutral and he dares 
not tell his real motives. He prefers to plot and mislead us. 
Instead of laying a smoke screen of defense behind which to 
maneuver us into economic and then military offense, the Presi¬ 
dent should disclose his real sympathies and motives. This 
would be frank, but alas, not Franklin. 

This man slid into our confidence in 1932 when the nation 
was distressed and perplexed. He made a strong humanitarian 
appeal. He was a crusader for justice, for the right of every 
man to work and enjoy the fruits thereof, for the principle that 
the government must provide for the unfortunate unemployed 
until his economic schemes would call them back to mill, mart 
and mine. As die soft voice came over the radio there sat in 
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the living room of millions of homes, adolescent youths then 
in grade and high schools. For them and their parents he 
painted a picture of a better America, a better world, a future 
of peace and plenty for all. His theme song was "Happy Days 
Are Here Again.” h the hour of his tmrnfh at the inaugural, 
he said, "America has nothing to fear hut fear.” 

Now the callow youths who in their innocent trusting years 
heard the siren song, are grown to manhood and womanhood. 
Between them and their prospects of marriage and life enjoy¬ 
ment still stands the army of the unemployed. The economic 
war is stalemated; its leader has deserted, no hope now is 
offered. He do toli us that we have nothing to feat hut fear 
is now the furnjor of fear, the fainter of ait flam clouis, the 
conjurer of menaces, The great humanitarian is now an arma¬ 
ment salesman and the tools he is now trying to thrust into the 
hands of our trusting youth are not those of peace and produc¬ 
tion as promised, but implements of war and destruction. Hope 
of marriage, of domesticity, of parenthood must now be defer¬ 
red, there is mass murder to be committed and the youth must 
be the murderers and the murdered. It is the age old story of 
old men making wars for trusting young men to fight. 

This is indeed a dark hour for America. The political 
machinery set up to drive poverty from our shores is now turned 
on us to drive us and our wealth from these shores into the 
maws of war and our future generations into interminable 
political complexities. 

I have no hesitancy in stating, indeed I feel it my patriotic 
duty to state to my fellow Americans that we have in the 
White House one man of our own blood and culture, who is 
far more dangerous to our peace and security than a million 
foreign secret agents, because he is our trusted servant placed 
in the greatest power house on earth with control levers touch¬ 
ing power not only throughout this land but throughout the 
world. This is the leader of the Fifth Column in America and 
allied with him is the power of politics and pelf, just as mer¬ 
cenary as the hirelings of any foreign dictator. 

Be not distracted to look into the mouths of imaginary 
cannon, but look deep into the mouth at the microphone, where, 
if you are discerning you will find motives ulterior to professions, 
demagogy, cunning, self seeking and sinister plotting which are 
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as effective for fell purposes in America as the more bombastic 
and brutal style is in dictator countries. 

I URGE YOU TO QUARANTINE THIS AGGRESSOR 
AGAINST INFECTION OF THE CONGRESS UNTIL IN 
THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS WE CAN FUMIGATE THE 
WHITE HOUSE. 

E. C. RIEGEL, President 
Consumers Guild of America, Inc. 



ROOSEVELT IN RETROSPECT 

"We shun political commitments which entangle us in for¬ 
eign wars. 

We are not isolationists except insofar as we seek to isolate 
ourselves completely from war. 

1 can at least make certain that no act of the United States 
helps to produce or promote war. 

Nevertheless, and 1 speak from long experience, the effect¬ 
ive maintenance of American neutrality depends today as in the 
past on the wisdom and determination of whoever at the 
moment occupy the offices of President and Secretary of State. 
But all the wisdom of America, is not to be found in the White 
House or the Department of State; m ned the mdiation, the 
proper ad the positive support of the people of America who 
go along with us in seeking peace. 

Nevertheless, if war should break out again in another 
continent, let us not blink the fact that we would find thousands 
of Americans, who would be tempted for the sake of fools gold 
to break down or evade our neutrality. They would tell you 
and unfortunately their views would get wide publicity, that if 
they could produce and ship this and that and the other article 
to belligerent nations, the unemployed of America would all 
find work. They would tell you that if they could extend credit 
to warring nations, that credit would be used in the United 
States to build homes and factories and pay our debts. They 
would tell you that America once more would capture the 
trade of the world. It would be hard to resist this clamor; it 
would be hard for many Americans I fear to look beyond to 
realize the inevitable penalties; the inevitable day of reckoning 
that comes from a false prosperity. To resist the clamor of that 
greei if war shouli come, uiouli require the unswerving support 
of all Americans who love peace. 

If we face the choice of profits or peace, the nation will 
answer, “we choose peace.” It is the Ant] of all of us to en¬ 
courage such a hoi] of public opinion in this countrj that the 
answer will be clear ad for all practical purposes unanimous. 

We can keep out of war if those who watch and decide 
have a sufficiently detailed understanding of international affairs 


toward war and if, at the same time they possess the courage 
to say “no" to those who selfishly or otherwise would let us go 
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to war. 


Excerpts from the address of President Roosevelt before a 
pacifist audience at Chautauqua, August 15, 1936, when and 
where it was politically expedient for him so to speak. Now 
tamed armament salesman, witness these facts: 


1939 budget, 19% for armament 

1940 budget, 31% for armament 

1941 budget, 60% for armament 

Meanwhile all appropriations for economic war through, 
N.Y.A., C.C.C., P.W.A., W.P.A. have been declining. Fools 
gold” and "inevitable day of reckoning" are now empty words 
under the new war infatuation. 


LINDBERGH DECRIES FEARS OF INVASION 

Excerpts from Mo AMress, Maj 19,1940 


The power of aviation has been greatly underrated in the 
past. Now we must be careful not to overrate this power in 
the excitement of reaction. 


The conservative who scoffed at aviation yesterday has be¬ 
come the radical who says that tomorrow we will be invaded 
by European aircraft, 


From the standpoint of defense, we still have two great 
oceans between us and the warring armies of Europe and Asia, 

Let us not be confused by this talk of invasion by European 
aircraft. The air defense of America is as simple as the attack 
is difficult when the true facts are faced. We are in danger of 
war today not because European people have attempted to inter¬ 
fere with the internal affairs of America, but because American 
people have attempted to interfere with the internal affairs of 
Europe, 

A foreign power could not conquer us by dropping bombs 
in this country unless the bombing were accompanied by an 
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invading army* And an invading army requires thousands of 
small bombers and pursuit planes; it would have little use for 
huge transatlantic aircraft. 

No, the advantage lies with us, for great armies must still 
cross oceans by ship. Only relatively small forces can be trans¬ 
ported by air today, and over distances of a few hundred miles 
at most. 

Let us guard America today as our forefathers guarded it 
in the past. They won this country from Europe with a handful 
of revolutionary soldiers. We certainly can hold it now with a 
population of one hundred and thirty million people. If we 
cannot, we are unworthy to have it. 

But the course we have been following in recent months 
leads to neither strength nor friendship nor peace. It will leave 
us hated by victor and vanquished alike, regardless of which 
way the tide of battle turns. One side will claim that we aided 
its enemies; the other, that we did not help enough. 

Let us turn again to America’s traditional role—that of 
building and guarding our own destiny. We need a greater air 
force, a greater army, and a greater navy; they have been in¬ 
adequate for many years. Let us form with our neighboring 
nations a clear cut and definite policy of American defense. But 
above all, let us stop this hysterical chatter of calamity and 
invasion that has been running rife these last few days. It is 
not befitting to the people who built this nation. 

If we desire peace, we need only stop asking for war. No 
one wishes to attack us, and no one is in a position to do so. 

The only reason that we are in danger of becoming involved 
in this war is because there are powerful elements in America 
who desire us to take part. They represent a small minority of 
the American people , but they control much of the machinery 
of influence and propaganda. They seize every opportunity to 
push us closer to the edge. 

It is time for the underlying character of this country to 
rise and assert itself, to strike down these elements of personal 
profit and foreign interest. This underlying character of America 
is our true defense. Until it awakes and takes the reins in hand 
once more, the production of airplanes, cannon and battleships 
is of secondary importance. 
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